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Exploring TT’s herpetofauna

DANIELLE MORONG

“The important thing in science is not
50 much to obtain new facts as to dis-
cover new ways of thinking about them.”
Sir William Bragg.

he act of discovery and the

sharing of knowledge are

in many ways, the heartbeat
of a scientist. However, every now
and again, a text comes along which
can revolutionise a field, create op-
portunities for further research and
exploration and even help stimulate a
cultural shift.

A Field Guide to the Amphibians
and Reptiles of Trinidad & Tobago, the
Trinidad and Tobago Field Naturalists’
Club (TTFNC) newest publication is
one such example.

On a cool April evening, an eclectic
mix of naturalists and the constantly
curious gathered in Lecture Theatre B

of the Frank Stockdale Building, Uni-
versity of the West Indies, St Augustine
campus to celebrate the launch of the
first ever comprehensive field guide to
Trinidad and Tobago’s diverse ‘herpe-
tofauna. While the term might seem
strange to some, it refers to the all of
the reptiles (snakes, lizards, caimans,
turtles and tortoises) and amphibians
(frogs, and toads) in a given area or re-
gion, in this case - TT. With our warm
tropical climate and unique mix of
continental and island ecology, it can
be of no surprise that documenting
our herpetofauna was a monumental
task that had been over five years in
the making.

Some 16 authors spread across the
US, UK Europe and TT contributed
towards the creation of this book. Pho-
tographs were provided from numer-
ous sources, a fact which lead author
and US-based herpetologist John C.
Murphy mentioned in his live video

feature address. Such a collaborative
effort and the detailed output which it
produced, has the possibility of ‘stimu-
lating more research into herpetology
of the islands’

It affords naturalists and researchers
alike the opportunity to put knowledge
into action by learning more about
species which can now be much more
easily identified. However, it is not lim-
ited to use only by the herps at heart.
A deeper understanding of the life
histories and habitats of different spe-
cies can allow for more informed deci-
sion-making, especially when it comes
to land use planning. The simple act
of trimming the vegetation along a
stream’s edge can completely decimate
the preferred habitat for a vulnerable
species such as the Tobago glass frog
(Hyalinobatrachium orientale tobago-
ense), which lays its eggs on the under-
side of streamside vegetation.

DISCOVERY continues on Page 28A

The cover of A Field Guide to the Amphibians and
Reptiles of Trinidad and Tobago.

A Field Guide to the Amphibians & Reptiles
of Trinidad & Tobago
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Getting
known as Bajan, hosted

rid Of : $ a grand celebration for
phobias Thin crust or stuffed crust? et

The event
DISCOVERY from

took place at
Page 24A \ Pleasantville
While impossible to Community
showcase all our herpe- Center, Prince
tofauna in one evening, Albert Street,
TTFNC president and San Fernan-

managing editor of the do, where she
publication, Renoir Au- spent most

Bajan celebrates 100

The family of
Melcina Brere-
ton Noreiga, also

guste was able to high- of the time
light several species in a chatting with
vivid slideshow display. guests. She
For some, the collec- even asked for Vo ok o ot
tion of bottled specimens her customary Conteriarian Melcias Breraton

of frogs and snakes and the
skeletal remains of sea turtles
was their closest encounter
with herpetofauna.
This can be of little surprise
as for many people, a cultural
dislike and phobia towards frogs
and snakes in particular has
been ingrained through custom
and religion.
This was captured by local
contributor Ryan S Mohammed’s
recollection of his own experi-
ences.
Ryan'’s early childhood fear of
amphibians and reptiles is per-
haps one which many in TT can
identify with.
For the layperson, the Field
Guide to the Amphibians and
Reptiles of Trinidad and Tobago
remains an easy to use instru-
ment to satisfy a gurgling curi-
osity about an aspect of our local
wildlife.
For others, it can be used as an
educational tool to stifle
old fears.

‘ shot of brandy. Noreiga is all dressed up and
The Moruga born ready to party.

Noreiga is the mother

of eight, grandmother of Her favourite foods are

18, great grand mother of mangoes, roasted corn,

21 and great great grand-  stewed pork, Creaole rice, ice
mother of three. cream, calalloo and salt fish.

& T SVt 3
Brereton Noreiga celebrates her 100th birthday with family
and friends.

Naughty Minister finale

This guide coupled The curtains will come talking minister who bases
with online platforms down on the Naughty Min-  his entire campaign on the
such as iNaturalist can also ister at the Central Bank issue of morality and family
be used to enhance community Auditorium this evening. values—he won. His wife
identification and verification The production features goes to a retreat for the long

of species as well as stimulate actresses Nikki Crosby, Pe-  weekend in Salybia organ-

further research, as expounded d nelope Spencer, Debra Bou-  ised by the prime minister’s
upon by UWIZM curaF:or Mike Chd”enge us wnh your caudPMagon, Ria Ali and wife. Tyhe m;i’nister decides
G. Rutherford. M : ,dw/ Leslie Ann Lavine, alongside  to have a fun filled long

As local contributor Dr Jo- awm w Richard Ragoobarsingh and  weekend while his wife is
Anne Sewlal elaborated, it is the Bradley Logan. away and it turns into a cha-
collective hope of all involved How to Enter: The show throws the otic night with interruptions

in its publication that this field 1. Visit the CARNATION Caribbean or MAGGI Caribbean FB page
guide will not be viewed “as an- & post your mac pie idea
other book”, but that it would in- 2. Ideas must be made with straight or elbow macaroni only
stead spark a change in thinking 3. Ideas MUST be baked and contain CARNATION® Full Cream
about our amphibians, reptiles Evaporated Milk & any MAGGI® product
and the wider natural environ- 4. The ideas with the most creative ingredients will be chosen.
ment. 10 winners will be awarded TT$700 each

For more information on our 5. Impractical suggestions will not be eligible
natural environment, contact the 6. Judges’ decisions are final

Trinidad and Tobago Field Nat- Promotion runs from 22nd July - 8th August, 2018 | Winners will be announced

s 2 s = on 10th August and contacted via Facebook. Employees of NESTLE Trinidad Lid.,
uralists’ Club at admin@ttfnc. their advertising agencies and their immediate families are not eligiie to enter.

Check @ KA CARNATION Caribbean or
(G B3 NAGGI Caribbean for defails

spotlight on a smooth- from unexpected visitors.

org or visit our website at www.
ttfnc.org and our Facebook or
YouTube pages.

A scene from The Naughty Minister.




